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Thomasville Rotary Club Pivots in the Face of the Pandemic

Even before the most recent directives from U.S. health officials and the White House made it clear that
gathering our members for weekly meetings would be impossible, our Board of Directors was considering
options to safeguard the health and well-being of our 140+ members... especially those who are among the most
vulnerable demographic. So, when the directive came down restricting gathering in groups of more than 10
people, our Board was ready with a plan to keep Rotary alive in Thomasville, GA.

There were two key parts to our plan. First, we would begin holding virtual meetings until such time that the risk
of spreading the disease subsides and it safe to resume live meetings. We will broadcast our meetings online via
Zoom. The second part of our plan was to make sure that we checked in with each of our members. Our
membership roll was divided among our directors and officers, and within a two-day period, every Thomasville
Rotarian received a courtesy wellness call. In these calls, we made sure that members were aware of our plans
to broadcast meetings online and that they had in their possession all of the information they needed concerning
COVID-19 (CDC and government-provided information as well as information from our local hospital’s website
related to testing sites and procedures). In cases where a member expressed a specific need, our Board
committed to getting help for that member. Finally, we used the calls as an opportunity to receive from members
updated personal contact information.

Each of our members - young and old alike - appreciated being checked on and expressed gratitude for the
genuine concern shown by their fellow Rotarians. Like most awesome Rotarians, many expressed a desire to step
up and help as we needed! We also held our first online club meeting successfully and inducted our three
approved members! This experience has taught us that there is more than one way to “do” Rotary and reminded
us that the backbone of Rotary is a positive attitude and a strong conviction to Service Above Self.

All Club Meetings and the Rotary Board of Directors Meeting (Tuesday the 24th at 5:30) will be
Online Now Via Zoom.

Email kimberlywalden@gmail.com for the link.

The Rotary International Convention, District Training and all Service Projects Have Been Cancelled

Until Further Notice.

Online Rotary Club Meeting Invitation for Thursday at Noon
Kim Walden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: Rotary Club of Thomasville March 26
Time: Mar 26, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting - Click Below
https://zoom.us/j/626589658
Meeting ID: 626 589 658
One tap mobile - Call and hear the meeting
+13126266799,,626589658# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,626589658# US (New York)

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253215 8782 US
+1 301 715 8592 US
Meeting ID: 626 589 658
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/arfOXrqY6

Our Speaker This Week - Powell Jones of Secure Records Solutions

Powell Jones will share some information from a business perspective about responding to the Covid-19
pandemic.

Approved Members Inducted

Past President Joe Brown Sponsored New Member John Comita and New Member Copper Comita show here
with Kathleen "Galbaby" Scott.

Past President Carol Jones sponsored Gail Roberts for membership.

Our Speaker Last Week
Special thanks to Dr. Shamim Kahn of the North Columbus Rotary Club for sharing all the details about our
Global Grant online via Zoom!
Rotary Foundation Global Grant Project Gastro Duodenoscope for a Mobile Clinic in Northwestern Bangladesh.

Listen to an Update on Rotary from our Rotary international Zone
Directors Meeting

DG Jim shared this video to us of his Zone meeting. See his note below.
Good afternoon Presidents, Presidents-Elect and District Leadership. I feel communication is vitally important
during this time of uncertainty, and therefore you will be receiving more communication from the District than
we had normally planned. Rotary International Zone 33/34 Directors David and Stephanie are now having a
short weekly Zoom meeting with the DGs, DGEs and DGNs on Fridays, and I will send you the link each week to
the video recording of the meeting. It is the 1st of weekly zoom calls with Rotary International Treasurer David
Stovall, Rotary International Director Stephanie Urchick, and Rotary International Director Elect Peter Kyle.
These weekly meetings will be held through the International event currently being experienced. The intent is to
broaden knowledge of current events in Rotary and the zones represented by the directors above, along with
providing content and information which Rotarians can share and use in their clubs and districts to keep
Rotarians and their clubs engaged.
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Meetings

March is Water and Sanitation
Month

3/26 Christopher Jones - Secure
Record Solutions

4/2  Irene Gleason will present
Cameron Clark

4/9  Tom Faircloth - History of
the Rose Festival

Regular Meeting - GRSP
Student Maria Luisa
Carbonell Wrap Up & GRSP
Recognition

Our Rotary Family

BIRTHDAYS

3/4  Will Watt , III
3/9  Frederick Buechner
3/16  Scott Rich

3/16 Bonnie Hayes
3/21 Powell Jones
3/24 Adrian Burns
3/24  Julie Cannady
3/27 David Lewis
3/27 Perry Mustian
3/31 Trent Reynolds
3/31 Will Brown, III

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES

3/5  Mark Lowe (15)

3/6  Ronnie Godwin (16)

3/24 Mary Beth Donalson (19)
3/24  Will Watt , III (30)

3/25 Heather Lindquist (25)
3/28 Tom Harrison, Jr. (22)
3/30 Charles Dixon (24)

YEARS OF
SERVICE
3/1  Troy Rich (2)

3/1  Elijah Miranda (3)
3/1  Joe Brown (15)

March 24, 2020

Thomasville Rotary Club Pivots in the Face of the
Pandemic

]

Even before the most recent directives from U.S. health officials and the White House
made it clear that gathering our members for weekly meetings would be impossible,
our Board of Directors was considering options to safequard the health and well-being
of our 140+ members... especially those who are among the most vulnerable
demographic. So, when the directive came down restricting gathering in groups of
more than 10 people, our Board was ready with a plan to keep Rotary alive in
Thomasville, GA.

There were two key parts to our plan. First, we would begin holding virtual meetings
until such time that the risk of spreading the disease subsides and it safe to resume live
meetings. We will broadcast our meetings online via Zoom. The second part of our plan
was to make sure that we checked in with each of our members. Our membership roll
was divided among our directors and officers, and within a two-day period, every
Thomasville Rotarian received a courtesy wellness call. In these calls, we made sure
that members were aware of our plans to broadcast meetings online and that they had
in their possession all of the information they needed concerning COVID-19 (CDC and
government-provided information as well as information from our local hospital’s
website related to testing sites and procedures). In cases where a member expressed a
specific need, our Board committed to getting help for that member. Finally, we used
the calls as an opportunity to receive from members updated personal contact
information.

Each of our members - young and old alike - appreciated being checked on and
expressed gratitude for the genuine concern shown by their fellow Rotarians. Like most
awesome Rotarians, many expressed a desire to step up and help as we needed! We
also held our first online club meeting successfully and inducted our three approved
members! This experience has taught us that there is more than one way to “do”
Rotary and reminded us that the backbone of Rotary is a positive attitude and a strong
conviction to Service Above Self.

All Club Meetings and the Rotary Board of Directors Meeting (Tuesday the
24th at 5:30) will be Online Now Via Zoom.

Email kimberlywalden@gmail.com for the link.

The Rotary International Convention, District Training and all Service Projects
Have Been Cancelled Until Further Notice.

Online Rotary Club Meeting Invitation for Thursday
at Noon

Kim Walden is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Rotary Club of Thomasville March 26

Time: Mar 26, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting - Click Below
https://zoom.us/j/626589658

Meeting ID: 626 589 658

One tap mobile - Call and hear the meeting
+13126266799,,626589658# US (Chicago)
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Ellis Jackson (12)
Bryant Beadles (7)

John Archer, Sr. (2)
19 years in Rotary

Hinson Arwood (2)
Gail Roberts (0)

John Comita, Jr. (0)
Copper Comita (0)
Angela Williamson (5)
William Felts (6)
Susan O'Neal (12)
Irene Gleason (8)
Janet Liles (4)

Rankin Smith, Jr. (6)
20 years in Rotary
Danny Braddy (18)
Robert Jackson (4)
45 years in Rotary

Gregory Adams (4)
48 years in Rotary

Rotary Online
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Andre Marria
Terry Rouse
Teri White
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Angela
Williamson
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Adam Carvin
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Jay Flowers

Susan
Backofen
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Donalson

Mike Bixler

+19292056099,,626589658# US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 253 2158782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

Meeting ID: 626 589 658

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/arfOXrqY6

Our Speaker This Week - Powell Jones of Secure
Records Solutions

Powell Jones will share some information from a business perspective about responding
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Approved Members Inducted
=]

Past President Joe Brown Sponsored New Member John Comita and New Member
Copper Comita show here with Kathleen "Galbaby" Scott.
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Past President Carol Jones sponsored Gail Roberts for membership.

Our Speaker Last Week

Special thanks to Dr. Shamim Kahn of the North Columbus Rotary Club for sharing all
the details about our Global Grant online via Zoom!

Rotary Foundation Global Grant Project Gastro Duodenoscope for a Mobile Clinic in
Northwestern Bangladesh.
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Listen to an Update on Rotary from our Rotary
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international Zone Directors Meeting

DG Jim shared this video to us of his Zone meeting. See his note below.

Good afternoon Presidents, Presidents-Elect and District Leadership. I feel
communication is vitally important during this time of uncertainty, and therefore you
will be receiving more communication from the District than we had normally planned.
Rotary International Zone 33/34 Directors David and Stephanie are now having a short
weekly Zoom meeting with the DGs, DGEs and DGNs on Fridays, and I will send you
the link each week to the video recording of the meeting. It is the 1st of weekly zoom
calls with Rotary International Treasurer David Stovall, Rotary International Director
Stephanie Urchick, and Rotary International Director Elect Peter Kyle. These weekly
meetings will be held through the International event currently being experienced. The
intent is to broaden knowledge of current events in Rotary and the zones represented
by the directors above, along with providing content and information which Rotarians
can share and use in their clubs and districts to keep Rotarians and their clubs
engaged.




